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Key Messages
Fluency is another predictor of reading comprehension. When a child reads too  

slowly and focuses on sounding out each word, he is not likely to retain what he read. 

Remember:

 Fluency is more than speed; it’s also the way reading sounds.

 Practice fluency aloud and know that the inner voice will develop as 

children read silently.

 Look at the norms, or averages, from research to know if you need to 

spend more time on this (see Figure 7). If your child is well below these 

norms, you may want to talk with the teacher about additional ways to 

increase fluency.

THE VALUE OF WRITING 
ACROSS THE DAY

What is it?
In addition to the writing that students are required to do during their school day, there 

are many writing tasks that arise organically over the course of your everyday life with 

your children. Your household offers an endless array of writing opportunities. When 

you notice those opportunities, pause, and take advantage of them. Your child will reap 

the benefits. After all, the best kind of writing is fueled by authentic purposes and a 

clear intended audience. 

Grade Fall WCPM* Winter WCPM* Spring WCPM*

1   29  60

2  50  84 100

3  83  97 112

4  94 120 133

5 121 133 146

6 132 145 146
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ORAL READING FLUENCY NORMS

*WCPM = Words Correct Per Minute

Source: Adapted from Hasbrouck, J., & Tindal, G. (2017). An update to compiled ORF norms (Technical 
Report No. 1702). Eugene: Behavioral Research and Teaching, University of Oregon. 


