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Learning Goal Date Need Help
Need  

Practice
Independent Can Teach It

   I am just 

learning

   I am almost 

there

    I own it    I am a pro

    I am just 

learning

    I am almost 

there

    I own it     I am a pro

   I am just 

learning

    I am almost 

there

   I own it    I am a pro

Available for download at resources.corwin.com/DLparentsonline
resources

That’s where you can come in. Talk with your child about their progress and ask how 

they are monitoring their own development. This doesn’t have to be a daily thing, but 

a regular one. It’s really helpful if the tools used to monitor progress have indicators of 

success along the way. We shouldn’t wait to notice that we have been successful until 

the end. Checkpoints along the way can be motivating and re-assuring that we’re on 

the right track. If not provided by the teacher, you can create a simple tool to help your 

child monitor their progress. Here’s an idea (and a downloadable copy of this tool is 

available on the companion website):

In addition to monitoring the goal, children need to know that they can make adjust-

ments to their learning plans if they are not making progress. Sometimes they need 

permission to adjust their learning plan. If it’s not working, then make sure that they 

know that they can change it up. 

They may also need to invest in some study skills. There are any number of ways to 

study from reviewing notes to focusing on key terms to annotating a text. If one tool 

is not working, invite your child to change it. But make sure you talk about why it’s not 

working. And ask them if the new choice is more useful and why. It’s an opportunity to 

reflect on learning and not simply getting things done. To spur your thinking, we have 

provided a sample list of learning tools that your child might use. 


